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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Weber (U.S. Patent No. 3,289,845). The reference discloses filtering solids from a fluid 
by passing the fluid through a flexible (see col. 1 , line 66) membrane 9, compressing the 
membrane with the fluid (i.e. against wall 3; see Fig. 1) to compress the filter media on 
the second (i.e. outer) side of the flexible membrane, and filtering the fluid through the 
filter media on the second side of the flexible membrane (see col. 2, lines 58-68); and 
this is all that appears to be required by claim 26. Applicant should note that since the 
flexible membrane of this reference device is formed from a filter medium, the second 
side of this flexible membrane "includes" filter media, as recited in claim 26. Also, after 
filtration, the filter cake in this reference system is agitated and removed by backwash 
fluid (i.e. compressed air; see col. 2, line 69 through col. 3, line 8), and this is all that 
appears to be further required by claim 27. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 32-35, 45 and 47-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Couvreur et al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,180,825; hereinafter "Couvreur") in 
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view of Masuda et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,248,415; hereinafter "Masuda"). Couvreur 
discloses the claimed invention with the exception of the type of filtration material 
employed (i.e. compressible fibrous bundles), and the recited trough (claim 47). 
Masuda discloses a similar filtration system, and teaches utilizing compressible fibrous 
bundles (see col. 3, lines 12-28) as the filtration media. This secondary reference 
further teaches utilizing a trough to direct fluid away from a treatment housing. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to substitute the filtration material of the secondary reference for the filtration material of 
the primary reference, since this secondary reference filtration material is capable of 
filtering a fluid in substantially the same manner as the filtration material of the primary 
reference, to produce substantially the same results. Also, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
system of the primary reference with a trough, as disclosed by the secondary reference, 
in order to facilitate removal of spent backwashing liquid from this primary reference 
system. 

Claim 56 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowed if rewritten in independent form to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim because the references of record do not teach or fairly suggest a method for 
filtering a fluid through a flexible membrane having compressible detached fibrous 
bundles on the second side of the flexible membrane. 

Applicant's arguments filed September 26, 2006 have been noted and carefully 
considered but are not deemed to be persuasive of patentability. Applicant argues that 



Application/Control Number: 10/767,877 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1724 

it would not have been obvious to substitute the compressible filter media of Masuda for 
the media of Couvreur because Couvreur relates to methods for ion exchange based on 
chemical reaction with granular media and Masuda relates to filtering particulate with 
compressible media. It is pointed out, however, that although much of Couvreur does 
indeed relate to ion exchange based on chemical reactions (i.e. dehardening, 
deionization, etc.), this reference also discloses that its device could be used for 
"filtration" (see col. 1 , line 12) of solid particles from a fluid (see col. 1 , lines 28-34). 
Accordingly, in the filtration embodiment disclosed by Couvreur, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
substitute the filtration material of Masuda for the filtration material of this primary 
reference, for the reasons given above. 

Applicant's remaining arguments have also been noted and carefully considered, 
but no longer appear to be relevant in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to I. Cintins whose telephone number is 571-272-1 155. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Duane Smith, can be reached at 571-272-1166. 

The centralized facsimile number for the USPTO is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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